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State Chaplain’s Message 
 

Fr Donald Grzymski  OFM Conv 
Email: frdonaldg@gmail.com  -  (410) 960-7294  

At State Council meetings the chaplain is invited to share some remarks, and I try to think of 
something that has some meaning beyond just announcements.  At the January 10th meeting I 
shared a few thoughts on prayer, and I did this shortly after the opening Holy Hour (the Order’s 
new “Holy Hour for Life with Our Lady of Guadalupe” was used). These Holy Hours have be-

come the customary ways of opening these meetings, and many have commented that they set a 
great tone for the “work” of the day. 
 
 I noted that while we are good at the formality of prayer (e.g. our meetings open and close with 
prayer), I asked “are we as good with our intentionality?”  I share this thought because it really 
applies to all of us, and every time we pray.  It’s not just at a prayer beginning or ending a meet-

ing, it’s in our personal prayer, it’s when we go to Mass, it’s when we ask God to bless the meal we are about to share, and so 
on.  Intentionality changes everything, for it places us in God’s presence, it reminds us to put other thoughts to the side, it 
prompts us to focus on the important moment we are beginning. 
 
 This is rarely an easy effort, for our minds are easily flooded by distractions, by the tasks we will move to after prayer, maybe 
even by temptations to put prayer aside as not worth the effort  But as we are called to focus on another person when in a con-
versation, think how important it is to focus when we are conversing with God or one of the saints. 

 
 As a priest celebrant I can, of course, see the congregation.  Regularly I see many who are silent not only in singing, but even 
with responses, or in reciting the Creed or the Our Father.  We know that being passive leaves us with a diminished apprecia-
tion of a concert or a sporting event, and so it is with prayer.  There can also be distractions, like when a baby cries, but I al-
ways think “it’s good there are children in church,” so we accept those little interruptions (intentionality again).  As an aside, I 
do love celebrating Knights of Columbus Masses and services where the response rate is truly different in a positive way.  It’s 

a great example the Knights and Ladies share with their parish communities. 
 
 As we move into Lent on February 18th this might be something to think about.  “Intentionally” choose a practice or a disci-
pline or a sacrifice that will make Lent 2026 a time of grace, growth and blessing. 
  
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Vivat Jesus! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Fr. Donald 

 

 

Liturgical Calendar 

    2 Feb      The Presentation of the Lord  

    5 Feb      Saint Agatha, Virgin and Martyr   

    6 Feb      Saint Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs  

  10 Feb      Saint Scholastica, Virgin    

  14 Feb      Saints Cyril, Monk, and Methodius, Bishop 

  17 Feb      The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order  

  18 Feb      Ash Wednesday  

  21 Feb      Saint Peter Damian, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  

  23 Feb      Saint Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr  

  26 Feb      Saint Gregory of Narek, Abbot and Doctor of the Church  
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State Deputy’s Message 

January certainly was an interesting month – the midterm meeting was held at Cardinal Gibbons Council 

with great success, the Sacred Heart Icon continued its journey throughout the State, the march for life 

took place in Washington DC and, the first significant snowstorm for 2026 left us wet and cold. Who 

could ask for anything more------Have you made a difference in Someone’s Life this New Year? Have 

you been a Force for Good?  A way to make a difference that will last a lifetime is to offer a man – and 

thus his family- a membership in the Knights of Columbus. Have you earned the $50 Recruitment Incen-

tive that is paid to a Knight every time he recruits a new member for the Maryland Jurisdiction? How do 

you accomplish that? Start by reviewing the general recruiting best practices listed below:  

Start with why.  Recruiting is an opportunity to build our brotherhood and help our communities. To grow is to be able to 

expand your service. Your community needs your council now more than ever and your council needs to continually grow to 

help meet growing needs. 

Talk to your pastor.  A council that doesn’t work with a pastor will struggle. Meet with him regularly. Talk about member-

ship growth and ask him how you can work together. Ask if you can conduct membership drives at the church. Then ask if he 

will invite men he feels would be a good fit to join your council. Then ask what the council can do for him. 

Challenge your members.  One of the most effective ways to recruit is a personal invite from a Knight. Challenge each of 

your members to bring in one new Knight this fraternal year. Everyone knows someone who should join our Order. 

Schedule church drives.  Our Church Drive Program is helping councils bring in an average of three new members per drive. 

If you’re not familiar with the program, review the Church Drive Checklist to find the steps to organizing a successful Church 

Drive for your council. 

Set clear expectations on promoting membership.  Every fish fry, every pancake breakfast, every charitable activity, every 

event that draws a crowd is an opportunity to ask a man to join. These events are concrete proof of your council’s good works. 

Talk about membership at every event during the next year. 

Step outside of your comfort zone.  We hear a lot of stories from men who waited decades for someone to ask them to join 

the Knights. All it took was a personal invite. Go beyond your everyday circle. Talk with parishioners at Mass. Be visible. 

Reach out to the young and old. Reach out to all ministries and ethnic groups in your parish. 

As we continue going forward into the second half of this fraternal year, please remember to attend at least one of the sched-

uled Town Hall Meetings. All the dates and locations are presented on the state webpage.  This is your opportunity to ask our 

Supreme Representative, Ken Laham; Northeast Territorial Growth Director, any questions you may have about any topic re-

lated to the Knights of Columbus. Grand Knights and District Deputies, make your plans for your Councils to attend the 

Founders Day Mass, Dinner and Awards Ceremony on March 22nd. 

 

Vivat Jesus, 

Tony 

               Tony Salvemini 

               a.ns@comcast.net  - (240) 472-7645 
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 Greetings from 
the First Lady  

of  the Maryland State Council 
 

Kathy Salvemini  

kathykofc@gmail.com -   301-758-4100  
 

 
Hello, Maryland Ladies! 
 
I hope you’re all staying warm! January’s weather was challenging, to say the least.  
 
A big thank you to all of the Ladies who attended the Midterm Meeting. We had an amazing day, filled 
with a lot of laughter, and we all had the opportunity to learn. We started with a fun icebreaker where small 
groups dressed models with supplies from a Swag Bag (see the pictures below). Our own Deacon Dave 
donned his secular hat as Professor Ludwikoski at CCBC’s Banneker Planetarium. We all “looked up” at 
the stars as the Professor taught us about telescopes, black holes, and the night sky. After a delicious lunch, 

we had docent-led tours of the Baltimore Basilica before rejoining our husbands for Mass. 
 
February is Heart Health Month. Many of us associate heart concerns with men, but Cardiovascular Disease is the No. 1 killer 
of women. The number is so high that Cardiovascular Disease kills more women than all forms of cancer combined. It is im-
portant to be aware of the subtle signs women may have, such as unusual fatigue, shortness of breath, nausea/vomiting, indi-
gestion, dizziness, and pain in the jaw, neck, shoulders, upper back, or abdomen. Don’t ignore any symptoms, and remember 
to move more, eat healthy, and follow your doctor’s directions for managing your blood pressure. Visit the American Heart 
Association or the Go Red for Women campaign for more information.  

 
February 6, 2026, is Wear Red Day! Wear red to be seen, to be counted, to be heard, and to make an im-
pact. Together, we are stronger than heart disease and stroke. 
 
The American Heart Association chose February as Heart Health Month because February means Valen-
tine’s Day. This is a good month to remember the widows and widowers in your Council and in nearby 
senior living facilities. If you don’t have any formal activities planned, a phone call, a card, or a flower can 

show that you care. A little kindness and thoughtfulness can make a huge difference in their lives. 
 
I wish you a healthy heart and a Very Happy Valentine’s Day. As always, thank you for everything you do for your loved ones 
and the Knights of Columbus to Make a Difference in Someone’s Life and Be a Force For Good!  As always, thank you for 
everything you do for your loved ones and the Knights of Columbus to Make a Difference in Someone’s Life and Be a Force 
for Good! 
 
 
                                                                                            Kathy 
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Training Message 

If you haven't done so already, add "training" to one of the four inevitabilities of life.  This is not a bad 

thing. Whereas, STAPLES has its EASY button ("That was Easy!) Maryland Knights have an EASY link: 

each one coming with a money back guarantee! These links will help you to realize your desired end state. 

Use one. . . use them all. They're FREE! 

 

Training Can Make a Difference in Someone's Life! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Rob Van Rite 

               JTCoulton@gmail.com   (301) 910-4524/(301) 805-0091 

Vivat Jesus, 

Rob 
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Council Growth 
Terry Waters 

tejowat12127@outlook.com -  (571)-269-5097  
 

Membership 
One of the most rewarding parts of my job is celebrating the many “wins” that I see with member-
ship growth throughout Maryland. Councils achieving their Star goals, the wonderful exemplifica-
tions welcoming new members, the many uplifting church drives, the countless brother Knights 
reaching out to invite more Catholic men to serve alongside us! It’s all very exciting and extremely 
inspiring! 
 
Let’s begin by recognizing the three Knights who were big winners in our December “Knight Before 
Christmas” growth incentive. 

1st Place: GK Jacob Wilhelm of Commodore John Barry Council No. 14534: $1,000 
2nd Place: Brother Robert McGraw of Long Green Valley Council No. 8736:  $750 
3rd Place: GK Gary Nagy of Jesus The Divine Word Council No. 14775: $500 
 
Each of these men along with many other Knights did a great job welcoming men into the Order during the busy Christmas 
season and we appreciate their efforts! 
 
It was also exciting to see these councils achieve their annual Star growth goal by December 31: 
San Jose Custodio de Columbia No. 18170- GK Jairo Neira 
Cumberland Council No. 1771- GK George Lander 
Annapolis Council No. 1384- GK Jim Ryan 
Our Lady of Grace Council No. 9815- GK Sean Priest 
Fr. Horace B. McKenna Council No. 11024- GK Jerome Faison 
Commodore John Barry Council No. 14534- GK Jacob Wilhelm 
 
They join an esteemed class of 26 councils that have earned the McGivney Award! 
 
Speaking of awards, have you taken advantage of the current “$50 Recruitment Incentive?” 
 
This program rewards Knights who step up and invite men to join us on our mission. And each time you make it happen, you 
earn a very cool $50! Take advantage of this spectacular incentive while it lasts! 
 
Thanks to all of you who are working tirelessly to create a culture of invitation within your councils. Next month I will recog-
nize on this page the top recruiters for January. I hope you are among them! Special congratulations and best wishes to all of 
you who participated in the “Knight Before Christmas Sweepstakes!”  
 
 
                                                                                            Vivat Jesus, 

 
Terry  

  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

kofc.org/join        kofc.org/unite          
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State Programs 
Alan Pultyniewicz  

apulty@yahoo.com -  410-491-8742  
 

Faith In Action – Make A Difference in Someone’s Life 

Worthy Brothers All,  

It was great seeing many of you at the midterm meeting in January.  As was mentioned at the meeting, 

councils across the state are conducting meaningful Faith in Action programs that are  making a differ-

ence in someone’s life and being a force for good – our State Deputy’s motto. In fact, councils submit-

ted over 3,700 FIA reports to Supreme between March 1st and December 31st, 2025. Please continue 

to plan, conduct, and report on your council FIA programs.  The deadline to submit your 3rd period 

(December 1, 2025 through February 28, 2026) FIA program reports to Supreme is March 7, 2026. 

These are the final few days to send in your council’s Recognition Program nominations for Family of 

the Year, and Catholic Teacher, Catholic Faith Formation Teacher, Citizen, Police, Firefighter, EMT and Healthcare Worker 

of the Year.  These nominations are due no later than February 10th.  Nominations for Family of the Year (https://kofc-

md.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Family-of-the-Year-2025_-2026.pdf) must be emailed to Vern Hawkins at vhaw-

kinsjr@aol.com with a copy to Family Activities Director Tim Lynch at fdmdkoc@gmail.com.  Nominations for Catholic 

Teacher, Catholic Faith Formation Teacher, Citizen, Police, Firefighter, EMT and Healthcare Worker of the Year (https://kofc-

md.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Recognition_Nomination_Form_2025-2026.pdf) must be emailed to Community Activi-

ties Director Walter Leskuski at pfn.md384@gmail.com. 

These are also the last few weeks for councils to submit each of their best Faith, Family, Community, and Life Programs con-

ducted between March 1, 2025 and February 28, 2026 for recognition during the state convention in May.  Councils must sub-

mit their entry using the State Program Awards Entry Form (STSP) which can be downloaded at (https://www.kofc.org/en/

forms/council/state_serviceaward_p.pdf) for each of their best Faith, Family, Community, and Life Program.  Each entry may 

include up to five (5) pages of narrative, including photos.  These entries must be emailed directly to State Program Director 

Alan Pultyniewicz at apulty@yahoo.com with a copy to reports@kofc-md.org no later than March 7, 2026.   

Wednesday, February 18th is Ash Wednesday.  Now is the time to finalize your Faith in Action program planning for Lent and 

Easter.  Pancake suppers, soup and stations, fish fry’s, food for families, Good Friday family promotion, sacramental gifts, 

Easter egg hunts, and Eucharistic Adorations are just some examples that councils across Maryland are planning – and don’t 

forget are great opportunities to ask Catholic men to join the Order.  

Here are a few upcoming events and we hope to see you there: 

 Catholic Men’s Fellowship Conference - Saturday, March 14, 2026 at St. Louis Catholic Church in Clarksville.  For 

more information visit www.catholicmensfellowship.com. Patrick Kelly, Supreme Knight, will be one of the featured 

speakers.  

 State Council Basketball Free Throw Competition – Saturday, March 14, 2026 at St. Vincent Pallotti High School in 

Laurel from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The event is for girls and boys, ages 9-14 who are the winners of their District-level 

Basketball Free Throw events. Visit https://kofc-md.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Basketball-Free-Throw.pdf for 

more details. 

 Founders Day Mass and Awards Recognition Ceremony - Sunday, March 22, 2026.  Mass will be celebrated by State 

Chaplain and 2025-2026 Honoree Fr. Donald Grzymski at 3:00 p.m. at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Fullerton with the 

awards recognition ceremony at Columbus Gardens at 4:30 p.m.   

 Family Camping Trip – Friday-Sunday, June 5-7, 2026 at Homestead Campground, Georgetown, DE. To RSVP or for 

more information, contact Robert and Tracy Mayer at tracymayer0106@gmail.com. Both RV and tent sites are available. 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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State Programs 
Alan Pultyniewicz  

apulty@yahoo.com -  410-491-8742  
 

(Continued) 

It’s also not too late to support our seminarians with our prayers and financial support. If your council has not already done so, 

please contact Mike Davenport, our RSVP Program Chairman to get the name(s) of seminarians to support and then complete 

and submit the RSVP Refund Form.  For each donation of $500 or more for a seminarian/postulant, Supreme will refund a 

council $100 per individual supported.  The maximum refund a council can receive is $400 per individual supported.  Thank 

you for your prayers and financial support for our brothers and sisters who are discerning a call to the religious life. 

May God continue to bless you and your councils for your dedication to our Faith in Action Programs in your parishes and 

communities. Let’s resolve to continue our efforts to “Make a Difference in Someone’s Life and Be a Force For Good.” 

 

Vivat Jesus,  

Alan Pultyniewicz 

 

Keep Christ in Christmas 
 
This year, a total of 189 posters were submitted for the Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest.  
Thank you to all of the councils that participated and to each student who submitted an entry.  Con-
gratulations to all 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners: 
 
                                                                    Kindergarten: 

                                                            1st Place: Westminster #1393 
                                                            2nd Place: Bethlehem #2605 

  3rd Place: St. Mary’s #1470 
 

1st-2nd Grade: 
1st Place: St. Mary’s #1470 

                2nd Place: James C. Fletcher #11422 

     3rd Place: Montgomery #2323 
 

                                        3rd-4th Grade: 

                                             1st Place: Resurrection #11341 
                                          2nd Place: Bethlehem #2605 

                                                3rd Place: Bishop Becker #2427 

 
                                                                                                           5th-6th Grade: 
                                                                                                    1st Place: Our Lady Seat of Wisdom #11259 
                                                                                                    2nd Place: Havre De Grace #2002 

                                                                                                    3rd Place: Bishop Becker #2427 
 
                                                                                                           7th-8th Grade: 

                                                                                                    1st Place: Resurrection #11341 
                                                                                                    2nd Place: Cardinal Gibbons #2521 /   
                                                                                                            Fr. A. Leo Abendschoen #11615 
                                                                                                    3rd Place: St. Katharine Drexel #14011 
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Hispanic Activities 
Armando Fernandez 

armfernandez@gmail.com -  (443)-691-7718  
 

¡Hola Hermanos Caballeros! Ruego que ustedes y sus familias estén bien. 

Les extiendo un caluroso saludo fraternal de parte de nuestro Diputado de el Estado el Hermano Antony 
N. Salvemini. 

Todos los miembros de su consejo están invitados a asistir a cualquiera de las próximas sesiones informa-
tivas que se llevarán a cabo en diversas localidades del estado. Estas sesiones les brindan una excelente 
oportunidad para hacer preguntas e interactuar con el Diputado Estatal Tony Salvemini, los Directores 
Estatales de Crecimiento y Programas, y el Director Regional Supremo de Crecimiento, Ken Latham, en 

un ambiente informal que promete ser ameno e informativo. ¡Les animo a que aprovechen esta oportunidad! Para las direc-

ciones y demas detalles visite 

 https://kofcmd.org/wpcontent/uploads/2026/01/2026-Townhall.pdf 

¡Esperamos verlos allí! 

Estas sesiones están organizadas por el Diputado Estatal Tony Salvemini, el Director Estatal de Crecimiento Terry Waters, el 
Director Estatal de Membresía Bill Neubrough y el Director Estatal de Programas Alan Pultyniewicz. Todas las sesiones 
comienzan a las 7:30 p. m. Se ofrecerán alimentos y bebidas. 

 Complete y envíe el Informe Anual de Actividades Fraternales (#1728) antes del 31 de enero. 

 Reúnase con sus funcionarios y directores para evaluar su progreso para obtener el Premio Consejo Estrella. Trabaje con 

su Diputado de Distrito y agente de seguros en las metas de membresía y los Eventos de Beneficios Fraternales. 

 Reúnase con su párroco para analizar cómo el consejo puede apoyar a la parroquia durante los próximos meses. 

 Favor de registrarse para la Convencion Estatal de Caballeros de colon a celebrarse en Mayo 1, 2, and 3 Delgados Y alter-

nos tienen que registrarse para poder votar ya que Habra elecciones para Guardian de estado. 

 Favor de seguir reportando sus actividades con la forma 10784, estamos en el tercer period que cubre del primero de Dic-

iembre al 28 de febrero y la fecha limite es Marzo 7 para reporter 

 La fecha limite para mandar las nominaciones al estado para la familia del año, el policia del año, el bombero del año, el 

maestro del año, el catequista del año y el 

Si tienen alguna pregunta favor de mandarme un email a armfernandez@gmail.com 

y/o un texto al 443-691-7718 

“Seamos una fuerza del bien, Y hagamos una diferencia en la vida de alguien” 

 

Vivat Jesus, 

Armando Fernandez 
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Maryland State 

Ladies Auxiliary 
Happy Valentine’s Day, Ladies!   
 
I hope this month finds everyone well.  With all the flu and respiratory illnesses circulating, please keep 
an eye out for one another and check on any of your ladies who may be feeling under the weather. Please 
lend a helping hand if needed. February is a good time to remember heart-related charities, such as the 
Heart Association, or sentimental favorites like Valentine's Day at assistive living and nursing homes. A 
Valentine card or flower can mean a lot to our seniors. 
 
We hope that those who joined us for the Zoom meeting in December learned about the Award packets 

and procedures. If you couldn’t attend, it was recorded and is available on the Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary Face-
book site.  If you need answers to any questions, we are available to help. 
 
Don’t forget about registering for the Knights of Columbus Convention this May so you can attend the awards ceremony. Reg-
istration is now open!  Auxiliary presidents will receive an invitation to a Ladies Luncheon on Friday, and all Ladies are wel-
come at the awards ceremony on Saturday morning. However, you need to be registered to attend either of these events. You 
can find more information about registering on the Maryland State Council website. 
 
A big welcome to our newest auxiliary, Daughters of Our Lady, from William E Baldwin Council #17990. They were in-
stalled by Juana Fernandez at Our Lady of the Fields Church on January 11, 2026. Best wishes to their new officers and auxil-
iary members! 
 
Make a Difference in Someone’s Life and Be a Force for Good, 

 
Ruth Gusman        rthgsmn@gmail.com 
Annette Bishop     cannettebishopsc@gmail.com 
Juana Fernandez   bonoasachez.jf@gmail.com 

Ruth, Juana, and Annette 
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Estado de Maryland 
Damas Auxiliares  

Feliz Día de San Valentín, Damas! 
 
Espero que todas estén bien este mes.  Con toda la gripe y las enfermedades respiratorias circulando, por 
favor, cuídense unas a otras y pregunten cómo se encuentran aquellas de ustedes que puedan sentirse mal.  
 
Por favor, echad una mano si es necesario. Febrero es un buen momento para recordar a las organi-
zaciones benéficas relacionadas con el corazón, como la Asociación del Corazón, o a los favoritos senti-
mentales como el Día de San Valentín en las residencias asistidas y los hogares de ancianos.  

 
Una tarjeta o una flor de San Valentín pueden significar mucho para nuestros mayores. 
 
Esperamos que quienes asistieron la reunión de Zoom en diciembre hayan aprendido sobre los paquetes y procedimientos de 
los premios. Si no pudo asistir, se grabó y está disponible en el sitio de Facebook de la Auxiliar Femenina de Caballeros de 
Colón.  Si necesita respuestas a alguna pregunta, estamos disponibles para ayudarle. 
 
No olviden registrarse para la Convención de Caballeros de Colón de este mes de mayo para poder asistir a la ceremonia de 
entrega de premios. ¡Ya está abierto el plazo de inscripción!  Las presidentas auxiliaries recibirán una invitación para un al-
muerzo de damas el viernes, y todas las damas son bienvenidas a la ceremonia de entrega de premios el sábado por la mañana. 
Sin embargo, es necesario estar inscrito para asistir a cualquiera de estos eventos. Puede encontrar más información sobre la 
inscripción en el sitio web del Consejo Estatal de Maryland. 
 
Damos una calurosa bienvenida a nuestro nuevo grupo auxiliar, Hijas de Nuestra Señora, de William E Baldwin Consejo n.º 
17990. Fueron investidas por Juana Fernández en la Iglesia Our Lady of the Fields el 11 de enero de 2026. ¡Mis mejores 
deseos para sus nuevas oficiales y miembros auxiliares! 
 
¡Marca la diferencia en la vida de alguien y sé una fuerza para el bien! 
 
Ruth Gusman           rthgsmn@gmail.com 
Annette Bishop        cannettebishopsc@gmail.com  
Juana Fernandez      bonoasachez.jf@gmail.com 
 
 

 
                                                                                
                                                                              Sus copresidentas,  
 
                                                                           Ruth, Juana, Annette 
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Benefits Advisor 
Corner  

Not “The Insurance Guy” 
 
Your fraternal benefits advisor is much more than the insurance guy. Why? 
 
Because we do so much more. We are here to educate new members as well as existing members. When a new member joins, 
we drop anything we are doing because we know how important it is to connect to a new member. As online membership in-
creases members are not necessarily going through an admission committee which was common a decade ago. Many of these 
members are not yet connected with a local council. Even if not an online member, but a member recruited by a council, there 
is so much information we provide. By referring to your benefits advisors as the insurance guy it prejudges what the new mem-
ber will encounter when he meets with a Supreme representative. Know that we are the biggest promoters of your councils and 
the programs you run. We encourage a new member to become active in your councils and to participate in your activities. 
Every new member that we can reach receives the following information that takes 20 to 30 minutes: 
 
1. We start with the story of the Knights of Columbus and Fr. McGivney’s mission. We go deep into the early history of the 

Order and why we were founded and then follow the history through the twentieth century that includes references to 
KofC huts during World War I, the Order’s importance in getting Under God added to the pledge of allegiance. We go 
through the history and expansion of the Order including Saint Pope John Paul the Great asking the KofC to establish 
councils in his home country of Poland. We go into why he called the KofC the right arm of the church. 

2. We start in Rome with the KofC’ s donations to restore parts of the Vatican, our support of Vatican Television, and the 
Vicarious Christi fund. We cover our support of the military diocese and our support of Christians persecuted in many are-
as of the world. 

3. We explain our programs in the United States starting with our support of the Special Olympics, disaster relief, Coats for 
Kids, Tootsie Roll program, our wheelchair program, and our support of pro-life causes including the large number of Ul-
trasound machines we have purchased. 

4. We then cover your local council and the activities of the council. It is so important that the benefits advisor know what 
your activities are so we can encourage members to get involved. We explain the four main activity areas of each council. 
We will also cover meeting nights and officers of the council and encourage them to get their wives involved as well. I 
always mention that the KofC is here not to take time away from Brother Knight’s families, but to strengthen Catholic 
families. 

5. After about 15 to 20 minutes or more we move on to the fraternal benefits of the Knights of Columbus and how they help 
underwrite the entire Order. This part may only take about 10 minutes as we usually promise a new member that our meet-
ing will only take about 30 minutes. I have given thousands of these presentations through my 33 years working with the 
Knights of Columbus. In almost all cases, members are open to finding out more about the benefits of the Order in a sec-
ond meeting. 

 
So, what is the way to refer to your benefits advisor when speaking with a new or existing member? How about Team Mem-
ber? We are part of your council team; each has a specific duty that adds to the success of the council. I instruct my benefits 
advisors when they call a new member to tell them that they are a team member with the council and they will be visiting with 
the member and his wife to go through the activities and programs of the Order. When a new member joins and happens to ask 
you, a council member, who or why someone is calling them, please inform the new candidate that it is a team member calling 
and he will cover everything about the Knights of Columbus and please encourage that member to take the phone call and to 
meet with the advisor. As always, thank you for your assistance and support in fulfilling Father McGivney’s mission. 

 
Edward O’Keefe 

                                                                                         General Agent 
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Maryland Knights 

In Action 

Council 18170 Sacred Heart Icon Celebration 

Council 17990 Ladies Auxiliary Installation 

Council 18170 Movie Night 

Council 1442 Coats for Kids 

Council 1622 Coats for Kids Donation Council 16611 Coats for the Homeless 

Council 16611 Sacred Heart Icon Celebration 

Council 7559 Sacred Heart Icon Celebration 
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State Council Calendar 

 

2025-2026 

State Planning Calendar 

                

                              updated 1/18/26  

Month Date Event Location Contact 

Feb 2026 2/2  Town Hall Meeting  
Annapolis Council 

#1384  
Terry Waters 

 2/3 Town Hall Meeting  

Our Lady of the 

Valley Council 

#11703  

Terry Waters 

 2/4 Town Hall Meeting  
Cardinal Gibbons 

Council #2521  
Terry Waters 

 2/5 Town Hall Meeting  
Rosensteel  

Council #2169  
Terry Waters 

 2/21 

Maryland District               

 4th Degree  

Exemplification 

St. John Catholic 

Church, 

Westminster, MD 

SK Jim Duryee 

Mar 2026 3/7 Spring Meeting 

Easton VFW  

Post 5118  

Easton, MD  

Jeffrey Wilk 

 3/14 
Catholic Men’s Fellowship 

Annual Conference  

St Louis Church 

Clarksville, MD 
 

 3/14 
Statewide Free Throw  

Finals  

St. Vincent  

Pallotti High 

School  

Laurel, MD 

Walt Williams  

Brian Trott  

 3/22 Founders Day Mass  

St Joseph Church 

Fullerton 

Baltimore, MD 

Mike Watson 

 3/22 Founders Day Banquet 
Columbus  

Gardens 
Mike Watson 

Apr 2026 4/8 
AWD 4th Degree  

Exemplification 

St. John Paul II 

National Shrine 

Washington, DC 

SK Gus Gusman 
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State Council Calendar 

 

2025-2026 

State Planning Calendar 

                

                              updated 1/18/26  

Month Date Event Location Contact 

Apr 2026 4/11 AWD Biennial Meeting  
Nativity Church 

Washington, DC 
SK Gus Gusman 

May 2026 5/1-3 
MD State Council  

Convention  

Crowne Plaza 

Annapolis, MD 
E. Paul Jones  

Aug 2026 8/15 Salvemini Testimonial Columbus Gardens Jeffrey Wilk 


